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Hurricanes Katrina and Rita Affect
The Life of One University Student
By: Kerrie Blaha,
Sports Editor
The campus did not even get
the rain expected in the wake
of Hurricane Katrina, yet more
personal aspects of the storm
were experienced around the
University campus.
Junior
Katie Banker felt the effects
more closely than most as much
of her family lives in the areas
that suffered.
Baker’s full name is actually
Katrina Marie Banker, making
the fortunes of her family back
in New Orleans seem even more
ironic. “I’ve gotten a lot oftrouble
about my name in reference to
effects of the hurricane,” she
says. The unfortunate events
have not impaired the family’s
sense of humor. A majority
of her family on her mother’s
side lives in the suburbs around
New Orleans, some in Gretner,

which put them right in the path
of the hurricane. Most of her
relatives were able to evacuate
to her Aunt Cindy’s house in
Silvercreek, Mississippi. “For
a time, she had thirty people in
an
eight-hundred-square-foot
house. They even had to set up
tents on the lawn,” Banker says.
Like other victims of the
storm, some of her family
members fled to Texas. It may
have been in this move that they
lost track of one of her relatives.
“One of my cousins was missing
for a while, but he was finally
found in Lake Charles, Texas,”
says Banker. She explained that
her oldest cousin, Mickey, was
also missing and only recently
located.
After the hurricane passed,
her family was able to get a
temporary pass to return to
their homes to gather some

personal things, some deciding
to stay despite the water. “My
grandma lived right in front
of one of the canals,” Banker
says. “Her entire neighborhood
was completely flooded.” Even
though much of her family had
returned home, they were met
with more problems when they
received yet another warning
about Hurricane Rita on the
way. “They had to evacuate
again because their canal was
badly damaged and they didn’t
think it would survive additional
flooding from Rita,” says
Banker.
Despite the damage to the
homes, some of the deepest
effects on the family have been
emotional. “I have been very
worried about my family, but
my mom has been affected the
most,” she says. “She was the
one that everyone contacted

to try to keep track of what
was going on. I’ve noticed her
crying a lot and the entire time
she seemed really stressed out.
It has all been really upsetting
to her.” Both hurricanes have
tom her family’s lives apart.
“We just found everyone after
Katrina and were relieved to
hear that everyone was mostly
safe. With Rita, my family had
to evacuate again.”
Some of the devastation of
the hurricane has been met with
relief. Thanks to the work of her
cousin’s daughter Nicole, her
entire family has been adopted
by the city of Buffalo, New York,
who has offered to help them get
back on their feet. “They had
a parade to collect donations,

“Hurricanes,”
continued on page 3.

The Past of the University Is Revealed:

Student Discovers Secrets of the School
By: Whitney Payne,
News Editor
On 90-degree days, it is nice to
know there is a pool with crystal
clear water waiting to be jumped
into. Unfortunately, that pool
happens to be full of cement and
sitting underneath the DSAC. At
least there is always the fish pond
in front of Ryan Hall, with its
showering fountain. No, that is
now the walkway to the library,
where the Spirit of Fontbonne
statue is. The University has
been around for 81 years and
in that time many things have
been changed. Pieces of history
disappeared and the students
today are unaware that they ever
existed. These are some of the
many things which use to be,
and no longer are.
The building of Ryan Hall is
the same today as it was when it
was built in 1924. Inside though,
many things have changed on all
four floors. The current bookstore
has seen the greatest transitions.
It started as a lounge known as
The Den for students to converse
and smoke in. Comfortable
chairs and lamps gave the area
a homey feeling for residents
and commuters. Next the room
became a daycare, which was
run by the Sisters of St. Joseph
in the Education Department.
Behind the daycare, on the lawn,
a small playground had been
erected. Then it was renovated
into a dining hall for the faculty
members. Finally it became the
bookstore.
The second floor of Ryan has

The statue of the Virgin Mary
stood where the Spirit of Font
bonne statue is now.
Photo Courtesy Of: Sister Jane
Hassett, Archivist

always been offices, except for
the president’s office, which used
to be a guest dining room and had
a small kitchen attached. On the
third floor there were residences
that were used by students and
faculty over the years. Close
inspection of the offices on the
third floor shows that some still
have bathtubs and showers in
them. On the fourth floor there
were more residences and room
413 even has a fireplace. This
room also used to be the old
library, and before that it was
a community room for faculty
members. The current PR office
was an infirmary for resident

An aerial view of the campus. At
the top, Medaille Hall, second to
the top is Ryan Hall, and on the
left is the East building.
Photo Courtesy Of: Sister Jane
Hassett, Archivist

students and sisters who were
sick. One feature still remaining
from these days is a dumbwaiter
that runs from the cafeteria
kitchen to what was the guest
kitchen in the current president’s
office, and up to what was the
infirmary on the fourth floor. This
way food could be delivered for
visitors and the sick.
None of the other buildings
have changed as much as Ryan,
but there have been transitions.
In the East Building, just off the
lobby where the new classrooms
are, was the original theater.
It had a sloped floor and about
300 seats, and was used for all
assemblies and gatherings of the
school. A pipe organ also resided

in the theater and the pipes
were so massive that they were
kept in a small balcony above
the theater and stretched to the
second floor. The meadow used
to contain a sunken garden and
a barbeque pit, before Medaille
Hall was built. Southwest
Hall was originally built to be
a place of residence for the
women studying to be sisters.
The stained glass windows,
which can be seen from outside,
belonged to the former chapel
for these women and are now
behind the walls of the theater.
Also in the building was a
kitchen for the residents. When
Medaille Hall was first built, the
lobby was open and was used as
a ballroom. On the mezzanine
was a small chapel, which is
now used as a place of reflection.
Later the Student Affairs offices
were added. In the Science
Building, each hallway had a
small table with a telephone,
which every teacher on that
floor was expected to share. In
front of St. Joseph’s Hall, now
the parking lot, there were four
tennis courts for students to use.
Perhaps the biggest mystery
of the University is the fact that
St. Joseph’s Academy used to
be located on the same campus.
Also founded by the Sisters of St.
Joseph, the high school classes
took place next to the college
ones until 1955 when they
moved to their current location

“Past,” continued on
page 2.

NEWS
PAGE 2

University Offers Mental
Health Screenings Online
By: Sara Adams,
Editor-in-Chief
Although most students are
overwhelmed with television
commercials for depression and
other mental disease medications
every day, most are still unaware
of the various symptoms and
treatments. To fix that problem,
the University has held Mental
Health Screenings at various
areas on campus on October 36.
Upon approaching the table,
students were given a survey
with several different questions,
to test for clinical depression,
generalized anxiety disorder,
post-traumatic stress disorder,
or bipolar disorder.
After
filling out the test, students
then returned them to Carol
Watson Dillon, LPC, Personal
and Career Counselor at the
University or Jennifer Self,
LPC, Personnel and Career
Counselor. They evaluated the
survey, and then spoke to the
student based on the results.
For students with surveys that
showed a possibility of having
an illness, Dillon and Self would
give them information sheets
or booklets and offer to make
an appointment to speak with
them privately. If the problem
looked extensive, they would
suggest seeking help outside the
University.
It is a popular misunderstanding
that mental illnesses are
something that a person can
help, or fight off on their own.
According to the National
Institute of Mental Health
website, a depressive disorder
is, “An illness that involves the
body, mood, and thoughts. It
affects the way a person eats
and sleeps, the way one feels
about oneself, and the way one
thinks about things.” It goes on
to continue to say that, “It is not
a sign of personal weakness or
a condition that can be willed or
wished away."
Clinical
depression
is
diagnosed
if
a
person
experiences unrelenting sadness
or anxiety, or a loss of interest
in usual activities along with
other symptoms for at least two
successive weeks. According
to a sheet provided by Active
Minds, a new organization
dedicated to raising mental and
health awareness on campus,
the other symptoms include:
changes in appetite that result
in weight losses or gains not
related to dieting, insomnia or
oversleeping, loss of energy or
increased fatigue, restlessness
or irritability, feelings of
worthlessness or inappropriate
guilt, and difficulty thinking,
concentrating,
or
making
decisions. Studies have shown
that 80-90% of people who
seek and receive treatment
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experience significant progress,
and almost all at least gain relief.
Treatments vary from therapy to
prescription medications.
Self, who with Dillon handles
one-on-one counseling with
students, discusses anything
from depression, homesickness,
and even breaking up with
a significant other. She has
worked at the University for
three years and came up with
the idea for the screenings
with a mailing she received
from a non-profit organization
called “Screening For Mental
Health.” She thought it would
be a valuable tool for students
to have both a face-to-face way
to learn about these disorders,
but also an anonymous online
approach.
Although the online screenings
are anonymous, Self still
receives numbers for how many
people are filling out the surveys.
“Quite a few people have
done the online screenings,”
she says. “And forty-seven
students attended the screenings
around campus and twentyfour actually took the surveys.”
Self thought it was a great way
to make contact with students
concerning mental illness, and
make seeking help look friendly
rather than intimidating. “These
screenings raise awareness
about common mental illnesses,
provides
information,
and
raises the visibility of the
personal counseling available to
students,” Self says. “It’s a way
to reach out to and encourage
students who hesitate looking
for help.”
A mental illness such as
Generalized Anxiety Disorder
(GAD) is different from
depression.
The symptoms
include:
unrealistic
or
excessive worry or fears,
exaggerated startle reactions,
sleep disturbances, ritualistic
behaviors (such as excessive
hand washing or counting things
to calm down), shakiness and
trembling, racing or pounding
heart, high pulse or breathing
rate, and muscle aches or
tension. One is diagnosed when
they spend at least six months
worrying excessively about
a number of daily problems.
Treatment includes talking to
physician who specializes in this
disorder or taking prescription
medication. This illness usually
occurs with another diagnosis,
such as another anxiety disorder,
depression, or some kind of
substance abuse.
Post
Traumatic
Stress
Disorder (PTSD) is produced
from a person experiencing,
witnessing, or participating
in a devastatingly traumatic
event. People with PTSD have
constant terrifying thoughts and

memories of their ordeal and feel
numb emotionally, especially
with those they were once close
to. Most students may associate
this disease with veterans of
war and those who experienced
or witnessed a murder, rape,
or other violent crime. Some
symptoms are reliving the event
with uncontrollable shaking,
chills, heart palpitations, or panic
attacks, avoiding reminders
of the event, withdrawing
themselves from friends and
family, losing interest in
everyday activities, and being
on guard or hyper aroused.
PTSD symptoms usually begin
within 3 months of the trauma
and have to last more than one
month in order to be diagnosed.
Like GAD, this disorder often
accompanies another, such as
depression, substance abuse, or
another anxiety disorder. People
can be helped by psychotherapy
and prescription medication.
Bipolar disorder is one that
has warning signs ranging
from hyperactivity to serious
depression.
It can also be
called manic depression; it is
a mental illness that affects a
person’s mood, causing one
to be extremely euphoric then
extremely sad and hopeless, then
back again. There are periods
also of moods in between the
two extremes, as well as times
with mixed symptoms. This
disorder can involve dangerous
lapses of judgment, impulsive
behavior, extreme behavior,
impaired reasoning skills, and
possible suicide.
Some symptoms include:
unusual amounts of energy that
effect mood and sleep schedule,
uncharacteristic participation in
high risk activities, disconnected
or racing thoughts, excessive
crying, constant fatigue and
inertia, loss of interest in
activities, and overwhelming
feelings
of
despair
and
hopelessness. The understanding
of this disorder makes it one
of the most effectively treated,
and up to 70% of patients with
the disorder responds well to
medication. A combination of
professional counseling and
medication helps most patients
lead a fulfilling life.
With all this information, it
can be hard to figure out what to
do, however, the University has
helped to solve this problem.
Students can contact the
personal and career counselors
at the University, or benefit
from free, confidential mental
health screenings offered online
24 hours a day, seven days a
week at http://www.fontbonne.
edu/counsehng. The screenings
are offered for the illnesses
mentioned here, as well as
alcohol and eating disorders.

Depression
-17 million Americans suffer from depression
every year.
- Affects twice as many women as men.
-Difference between depression and regular
sadness is that regular sadness will minimize
over time, while depression can continue for
months or even years.

Generalized Anxiety Disorder
(GAD)
- 4 million American adults suffer from GAD
every year.
- This illness usually starts during childhood or
adolescence.
- Passed down genetically within families.
-Ensues gradually.

Post Traumatic Stress Disorder
(PTSD)
- 5.2 million American adults suffer from PTSD
every year.
- Women are more likely than men to suffer the
disorder.,
■1
■■

Bipolar Disorder
-1 in every 100 people suffers in the United
States.
- People with a relative with bipolar disorder are
10-20 more times likely to develop it.
- At least half the cases are diagnosed before
age 25.
- Occurs equally among men and women.

“Past,” from page 1.
off of Lindbergh. Having the
high schoolers there was tough
for the college students, because
they had to avoid interrupting
their classes.
The University has even more
secrets, some of which cannot

be found. The' buildings where
classes are held today are the
buildings where girls took their
first college classes in 1925.
This is just a small collection of
how things once were.

Where the parking lot is in front of St. Joseph's Hall, four tennis courts
used to be.
Photo Courtesy Of: Sister Jane Hassett, Archivist
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Wary Administrators Stand
Guard Against Identity Theft

Education Professor
Motivates Students

By: Erin Devine,
Reporter

By: Erin Devine,
Reporter

Nestled in a cozy residential
district in Clayton, this school is
probably the last place one might
think would ever fall victim to
identity theft. As far as officials
confirmed, this University has
never been the casualty of any
such thing, however identity
fraud and theft are a frightening
reality to students across the
United States.
Universities
have been taking a stance to
protect and defend the rights and
information of their students.
Identity theft, which is
estimated to affect over nine
million
Americans
each
year, occurs when someone
deliberately steals information
to impersonate someone else.
Throughout this University,
vigilant
administrators
are
supporting the students by
keeping identity theft at bay.
The Registrar’s Office, which
is home to most student records,
is one place where officials are
actively protecting the personal
information of students.
If
someone was sniffing around for
some information on someone,
he or she would probably hit this
office first. Not at this school.
The Registrar’s Office is on
lock-down, not only are they not
giving out student information
to anyone who is calling or
looking, but they are not even
talking about not giving any
information out.
When the Fontbanner staff
tried talking to the Registrar’s
Office to find out some things
for this story, they were not
willing to share anything. So,
considering they would not
even leak one small detail or
story about anything related to
this subject, it is safe to say this
school can count on that part of
the administration to keep their
records private.
As far as the rest of the
University goes, the library is
also on the side of its patrons
when it comes to laws like the
U.S. Patriot Act, which allows
investigators to survey literature
and material that a person has

been checking out. According
to Sharon McCaslin, librarian,
only in the case of a court order
would the administration be
able to investigate what books
were being checked out and by
whom.
McCaslin has never
seen anything like this happen
at the University, nor does she
expect to.
Student
information
and
personal research topics are a
few things that seem to have
been adequately protected,
however, a student’s physical
whereabouts are another subject
not to be taken lightly.
Not surprisingly, when the
Fontbanner tried calling to
find out which class a student
was in at the time, the physical
whereabouts were repeatedly
refused to the caller. It seems
the administration is quite
consistent with guarding student
information.
One particular student was
happy to hear that news. She
had left her previous husband
more than a year ago, whom she
has not seen since he violated his
restraining order and showed up
at her apartment one night. “It’s
nice to know that if someone
calls up here trying to find out
where I am, the person on the
other end of the phone isn’t
going to say ‘ok’ and tell them
where to find me,” says the
student, who wished to remain
anonymous. “At the same time,
I feel like it’s my right to know
when someone is calling and
trying to find out what class I am
in,” she says. When it is offered
that perhaps the administration
does not know of her situation
with her ex-husband, she does
not falter.“It’s a precaution that
should be taken for everyone,
not just me and my situation,”
she says.
The Family Education Rights
and Privacy Act, or FERPA, as
stated on the University website,
is a federal law instilled to
protect the privacy of student
records. The law states that
students have the right to their
own
personal
information.
According to FERPA, schools

can disclose information like
the student’s name, address,
telephone number, and date
and place of birth. However,
the website states that this
information, such as financial
details, academic information,
or whatever is being requested,
can only be disclosed if the
student signs a Student Consent
for Disclosure of Education
Records Form, available in the
Registrar’s Office.
Colleges and universities
pose as an attractive target for
identity fraud because of their
broad databases filled with
financial information and other
student details. The University’s
database
protects
student
information by using non
social security ID numbers and
passwords that can be changed
as often as preferred, making it
difficult for just anyone trying to
find something.
“It’s pretty scary stuff,” says
Emily Schriewer, 24, a student
who just finished a class project
on identity theft and protection.
Though Schriewer admits that the
idea of this crime is frightening,
especially concerning what
it could potentially do to her
financial future, it is not the
most terrifying thing she has
encountered on this campus.
“I have other things to worry
about,” says Schriewer. “I’m
more scared of getting another
parking ticket or getting ran into
by one of those crazy joggers or
dog-walkers on Wydown.”

His wall is littered with plaques
and awards concerning reading
and advanced techniques in
reading. Photos of his wife of 34
years and his four children, some
of whom have chosen his same
path, surround his desk. Enter
the office of Sam Bommarito,
the Assistant Professor of
Education/Special Education,
and a new faculty member of the
University who is ready to make
his mark on this school.
The life of Bommarito’s was
that of a long journey; one which
has led him to this University.
His position as a professor is the
second path he chose. He began
his career as a high school social
studies teacher at McClure in
1970, and then was drafted to
Vietnam a year later. Upon
returning home to St. Louis,
Bommarito spent the next four
years at Incarnate Word High
School, then found himself at
a small rural school in Pacific,
Missouri.
At Meremac R-3
as a Title 1 Reading Teacher,
Bommarito worked mainly with
at-risk children who were usually
from low income families and
had academic trouble. “They
are really wonderful people,”
Bommarito says of the Meremac
R-3 children.
It is safe to say Bommarito
truly shined at that school,
judging from the fact that he
helped to win the National
Secretary’s Initiative Award for
placing in the top one-tenth of

airlifted food and supplies
to my Aunt Cindy’s house in
Mississippi and promised to
send more things at Christmas,”
says Banker. “My family then
took the things they didn’t need
or couldn’t use and handed them
out to other hurricane victims.”
Her more immediate family
was also able to help in relief
efforts. “My parents just got
back from helping the family
down there. We have sent over
two thousand dollars to help out,
and we plan on sending more at

Christmas,” says Banker.
Since the hurricanes, the
family is just happy to be back
to what is left of their homes.
“When my parents were down
there, they said it was like
a whole other world. All of
the destruction was really
devastating to everyone.” In the
end. Banker is just relieved that
the storms have finally passed.
“At first I didn’t expect it to be
that big. Now, I’m just glad that
it’s all done, and I hope the area
won’t be hit again this season.”

“Eduction,”
continued on page 6.
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one percent. He did not stop
there. After a ten year stint
at Meremac R-3, Bommarito
moved on to the Jennings school
district to continue to move
mountains with his successful
work as a reading specialist. He
spent 18 years at Jennings and
helped the school win the same
national award as Meremac R-3,
not once, but twice.
Besides winning awards and
helping hundreds of children
learn to apply themselves,
Bommarito still had the drive to
further his learning, and was able
to fit in time to go to night school
at the University of Missouri-St.
Louis and work on his doctorate.
By the time he was finishing his
dissertation, Bommarito wanted
to change the direction of his
career and focus on guiding
college students into the field of
education.
“I have always viewed myself
as a teacher of teachers,” says
Bommarito, and by the look on
his face, it is evident that this 35year-old passion of his has not
grown the least bit mundane.
When he is not in the
classroom or doing research,
Bommarito can usually be found
playing the guitar, most likely at
a noon liturgy on campus. This
is a hobby that started years ago,
when he played with a group
called the Christones, who are
still together and performing.
Other than the occasional guitar
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Annual Mr. Fontbonne Pageant Takes The Stage
By: Melanie Bernds,
Reporter
A trend that seems to dominate
our culture is pageantry.
Webster’s Dictionary defines
pageants as, “An elaborate
public dramatic presentation
usually depicting some historical
or legendary event.” It adds that
they are also, “A spectacular
procession or celebration and
can be a showy colorful display.”
The University takes part in
this type of event every year.
People may feel pageantries
are just about young beauties
parading around in swimsuits
or evening gowns, attempting to
show off their talent with brain
teasing questions.
However,
the University’s pageant does
not involve women, but young
men. The event is thrown by the

sponsored by an organization or
office to represent, which was
written on sparkling sashes.
Walking and strutting down the
aisle was Tim Edwards as Mr.
Basketball, Alex Cornwell as
Mr. Business, Tony Sensabaugh
as Mr. Drama, Dan Koehler
as Mr. SGA, Tim Morgan as
Mr. Anonymous, Scott Porter
as Mr. International, Dominic
Dinanche as Mr. Advancement
Alumni, and Josh Bauer as Mr.
Athletic Office.
As the men came out one-byone, the crowd, mostly made
up of women, cheered. Porter
performed first by singing and
playing guitar, but not without
first stating his wish for world
peace. After he was done he
received a standing ovation from

The contestants were Alex Cornwell, Tony Sensabaugh, Dan Koehler, Tim
Edwards, Tim Morgan, Scott Porter, Dominic Dinanche, and Josh Bauer.
Photo by: Jenna Grush

Griffin Girls as a fundraising for
their dance team and is known
as Mr. Fontbonne.
The
occasion
entails
University
men competing
against one another for the title
of Mr. Fontbonne in front an
audience and a panel of judges.
“Mr. Fontbonne is a way to get
people involved in school spirit
and to focus on the beauty and
talents of the male population
of school,” says Gina Venegoni,
Griffin Girls Captain. “The main
focus is on the guys and making
sure everyone is having fun. It’s
a great way to start off the school
year.” The winner is based on
casual and formal wear, a talent,
and their answer to a question.
The audience’s response also
has a lot to do with the winning.
The 2004 winner of Mr.
Fontbonne was junior Adam
Flores. Flores describes his
preparation as long and hard.
“1 consulted my medium and
looked at the cards,” he says.
“After I recited my mantra
twenty times I was ready to go.”
Judging in these types of events
can be tricky, but Flores says, “I
know the judges are fair because
they have hearts and a heart
never lies.” Theresa Weber,
sophomore, attended last year ’s
performance and said sophomore
Drew Carr was enjoyable as he
danced to Usher’s famous title
hit, “Yeah.”
The theme for this year’s
pageant was the 80’s.
The
Griffin Girls introduced the
eight gentlemen competing for
the night’s event. The men were

a section of young men. Next up
on stage was Sensabaugh, singing
along to John Mayer’s song
“Daughters.” He had intense
facial expressions throughout
the performance to show his
emotions. Koehler stepped up
to the stage and jokingly told
the audience the deeper side of
him while strumming a guitar.
Edwards was up next and recited
poem he wrote, entitled “What
life Is.” Next was Morgan, once
Mr. Anonymous but becoming
Mr. Bookstore. He wore solid
black and portrayed a comedian
to entertain the crowd. He got
a standing ovation by the men
when he finished his act with a
joke about breasts. Cornwell had
a tough act to follow but made up
for it by singing a comical song
about how he was already “Mr.
F.U.” and playing his guitar.
The crowd roared with laughter
as he made fun of University
commercials in his song.
Dinanche performed a risky act
with a break dancing routine
and even lost a shoe during the
performance.
Finally Bauer
brought a different talent to the
stage along with and a prop, one
of the University cheerleaders.
He stunted for the crowd and
there were gasps when he almost
dropped her.
Once
the
men’s
talent
competition was complete, the
Griffin Girls had a chance to
show the audience what they
paid five dollars to see. They
kept the theme rolling while
dancing in clear ponchos to
the 1980’s group The Weather

Girls’ “Its Raining Men.” They
then sported 80’s costumes and
danced to songs popular of the
era.
The Griffin Girls escorted
the men back to the stage, now
sporting formal wear. They had
to pick a question written by the
judges out of a hat. Cornwell
was asked what Disney character
he would most like to be. He
explained that he would want
to be like the classic Mickey
Mouse, but in reality portrays
more Daffy Duck. Sensabaugh
was asked what he would do
with a million dollars, and being
a college student, he answered
he would pay off his tuition and
give the rest to hurricane relief
funds. Koehler stepped up to
the plate and picked a question.
For what reality show he would
be on, he said, “America’s Next
Top Model.” Edwards was asked
what day of the week he would
be and why. “Friday, so I can
go home and spend time with
my family,” he said. Morgan
was asked what his ideal date
would be, and responded that
he was a good cook and would
include in his dinner candles and
flowers, in order to “Treat a lady
right.” Porter answered that
he would want to play for the
Chicago Bulls when asked about
his athletic abilities. Dinanche
was asked what three things he
would need on an island and his
response was: Salma Hayek,
Burger King, and Jell-O. Bauer
took the final question as how he
would save the world. “I would
clean the ozone layer. We have
bad air quality and it could help
lower the gas prices,” he said.
In the end all the men could
do was wait for the judges’ final
decision. They announced 2nd
runner up was Edwards, 1st
runner up was Koehler, and the
title of Mr. Fontbonne belonged
to Cornwell.
Cornwell felt that his
competitors were rather daunting,
but that he had everything under
control and was not worried.
He even jokingly stated that he
had the competition fixed. “I
was already Mr. Fontbonne;
the title is just essence to me,”
he says. “Winning the title was
just finalization to the process
of being Mr. Fontbonne.”
Students may wonder how
becoming Mr. Fontbonne has
changed Cornwell’s life. “I
pretty much have just gotten
more girls’ and guys’ numbers,”
he says. He adds that he has
become so popular that he has
difficulty remembering his fans’
names and just makes them up.
“Becoming Mr.Fontbonne is
instant celebrity, lights, camera,
Mr. Fontbonne,” he says. “I
feel that I deserve my own
hairstylist.” Asked how he felt
about the overall night, Cornwell
says, “The Griffin Girls looked
hot in their clear ponchos when
they stripped them off.” His
advice for the University was,
“People are hungry so you got to

give them steak.”
Flores was not able to pass on
his crown to his successor, but
states how it changed his life.
“Being Mr. Fontbonne meant
lots of unwanted attention. Some
will never know what it is like to
be seen as just an object of desire
and not a soul. People just want
Mr. Fontbonne and not Adam. So

giving up the crown won’t upset
me at all, I am glad to be back
in the shadows.” He continued
to say, “Mr. Fontbonne is the
greatest piece of pageantry that
has ever been seen in St. Louis.
I hope that everyone will respect
this event and know nothing
is better than men loving their
school.”

Alex Cornwell, sophomore, was crowned Mr. Fontbonne 2005.
Photo by: Jenna Grush

Music In The Meadow
Entertains Students
By: Krista Brown,
Reporter
TheFontbonneActivitiesBoard
hosted the University’s firstever “Music in the Meadow,” a
special lunchtime event that took
place on September 26 on the
patio outside of Medaille Hall.
An up-and-coming duo from
Tennessee called The Butter
and Sugar Show entertained
a crowd of lunch-goers with
this special performance, and
attracted students from all over
campus. The band, rightly
called the “kings of the cover
songs,” engaged the audience
with interactive entertainment
including a request-filling 80’s
set with songs such as “I Love
Rock and Roll,” “Jesse’s Girl,”
and “Pour Some Sugar On Me,”
during which a brave member
of the audience actually stepped
onto the patio and danced.
This country/rock/bluegrass
sounding band put on quite
an entertaining show here at
“Fawnt-bawn” University, with
only a violin, a guitar, and two
microphones as their equipment.
Freshman Kristi Brannan says,
“I thought they sounded great
playing a variety of different
types of music, and they really
livened up the crowd.”
The Butter and Sugar Show
have songwriting and publishing
credits that include songs
recorded by country music
mega-stars Toby Keith and Faith
Hill, and the style to fit their
sound. The guys donned jeans,
t-shirts under button-ups, and
could easily be compared to the
Rascal Flatts—but with baseball
caps instead of cowboy hats.
The Butter and Sugar Show also
covered a few country favorites,

including Big And Rich’s “Save
a Horse, Ride a Cowboy,” and
David Lee Murphy’s “Dust on
the Bottle.”
The “kings of the cover songs”
also played a couple of their
original numbers, the first being
described by lead singer Marc
“Butter” Fertney as “a song that
describes my favorite type of girl
in the world” and went on to talk
about a girl at a club who was,
as the chorus says, attractively
“rockin’ the beer gut.” The
other original Butter and Sugar
melody was an up-tempo song
about an ex-girlfriend whose
major problem, halitosis, was
the cause of the break-up. As if
these songs were not’ enough
to entertain the University
audience, the guys of The Butter
and Sugar Show actually dared
the crowd to get up on the patio
and do the Electric Slide in
front of everyone. This brave
lunch goer, none other than FAB
president Nikki Giesler, was
then awarded by the band with
a free CD.
Butter and Sugar also guided
the audience in a mellow sing
along to the popular song “Jack
and Diane,” then attempted
to beat-box, and even took
more requests, like Oasis’
“Wonderwall,” and a censored,
University-friendly version of
Sublime’s “What I Got.”
FAB can definitely count thenfirst-ever “Music in the Meadow”
as a success, concluding with
sophomore Bridget Hopkins
performing her very own version
of “I Will Survive.” Sophomore
Bess Moynihan says, “The
Butter and Sugar Show was
sweet! No pun intended.”

features
Academic Study Day
Gives Students A
Hard Earned Break
By: Krista Brown,
Reporter
When Freddy Fontbonne
sat down with his books on
Academic Study Day, he
realized that something was
definitely not right. As he
slowly looked around campus,
he saw no signs of human life:
cars were scarcely scattered
around the parking lot, silence
completely filled Medaille Hall,
and Freddy even thought he saw
a tumbleweed rolling across the
meadow. Students should have
been present; this was, after all,
a study day.
While some students may
have used the day for its original
purpose, others found different
ways to spend their time. “I ate
sushi for the first time, and drank
martinis,” says
sophomore
Bridget Hopkins. “I just hung
out in my hometown of Alton
and had fun all day.”
Junior Clemente’ Champagne
did not get much studying done
that day either, but considers the
time well-spent. “I hung out
with my fellow squad members
from the Griffin Girls, and we
prepared for our Mr. Fontbonne
Pageant,” she says, “Then we
had lunch together.”
Having fun seems to be
the common
theme among
University students on Academic
Study Day. But the real question
is: did anyone really study?
Junior Dan Koehler says he did.
“I went out to eat with my best
friend, Kerrie Blaha, to I HOP.
Then, because I’m the assistant
coach of the women’s volleyball
team, I went to a tournament
called the Washington University
Classic,” says Koehler. “I did a
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little bit of studying in between
games, but nothing strenuous.”
According to the University’s
Associate Academic Dean, Sister
Mary Carol Anth, Academic
Study Day was a privilege first
given to students about 20 years
ago, in 1985. “Back then it was
just called Break Day,” says
Sister Mary Carol. “It was first
instituted to give our students
a chance to catch up on work,
study a little, and get prepared
for their mid-terms. It has always
taken place on the Friday before
mid-term week.”
Some University students
wonder if Academic Study Day
is only a undersized replacement
for what many other college
students around the nation are
rewarded with, a fall break.
Even some schools in St. Louis,
such as Webster University and
St. Louis University have an
annual, mid-semester fall break,
which is typically about a week
long. “All of my friends are back
in town because of fall break,”
says freshman Kristy Shelberg.
“I don’t even have time to hang
out with them because my fall
break was only one day.” Still,
she says, “I definitely needed
that break, even if it was only
for a day. Not only did I get to
study for awhile, but I also went
shopping with a friend and had a
lot of fun.”
So whether Academic Study
Day was spent eating sushi,
watching a volleyball game,
shopping, or just relaxing, it was
a much-appreciated break for
the student body. Although not
many of us got much studying
done, it was a hard-earned day
off for all.

FAB Kicks Off Spirit Week
With 8o’s Game Show
By: Corin Hunter,
Reporter
The 80’s in the United States
was an experimental era in our
culture, a time for reflection and
a chance for people to try new
things. For those who grew up
in the 80’s, they will remember
popular trends such as wearing
stonewashed Jordache jeans
tightly rolled at the bottom,
strategically accessorizing with
layersofflorescentscrunchsocks,
having a “M.C. Hammertime,”
religiously watching Footloose
followed by a side of Saturday
morning Teenage Mutant Ninja
Turtles, and how can anyone
forget a time when sporting a
“mullet” was considered cool.
On October 10, the Fontbonne
Activity Board kicked off Spirit
Week with a nostalgic visit back
to the 80’s, game show style, by
hosting The Real Deal Game
Show in the DS AC. Many of
the students could recall fond
memories of gathering around
the sofa with the family to
watch those fabulous television
game shows. “I especially loved
Hollywood
Squares,
Love
Connection, Press Your Luck or
The Price is Right, which seems
like it has been on since the
beginning of time,” says Andrea
Gabrisch, senior. For many, The
Real Deal Game Show stayed
true to the 80’s theme, equipped
with cheesy pop music from
the 80’s such as the legendary
New Kids on the Block’s “The
Right Stuff’ and Boy George’s
rendition of “Do you really want
to hurt me?” Not to mention,
the cash prizes handed out to
all the winning contestants by,
what else, the lovely and very
cliche 80’s game show assistant,

played by our very own Nikki
Giesler, President of FAB.
It was interesting to observejust
how much the game show really
struck a chord of excitement with
the students, whether it was the
80’s music, the hype of the game
show atmosphere, or the famous
game show phrases of “Come
on down.” The audience seemed
to instantly jump back into that
era, either by humming to the
pop music or blurting out the
answers to their favorite trivia
questions of the past. It was
definitely a visit back in time.
“I love remembering the 80’s
because most of us were kids
back then, and it was just a time
when everything was so carefree
and fun,” says Tiffany Cavorett,
FAB member and game show
event planner.
The Real Deal Game Show
is a mix between the Price is
Right and Jeopardy, where
contestants are randomly called
from the audience, and asked to
pick a question from categories
such as 80’s pop culture to
animal biology. If the contestant
answered the question right, they
were tempted with the option to
either take the cash or risk it all
and opt for the hidden prize in
the box, which was anything
from a cereal box of peanut
butter puffs or a CD player. Some
lucky players found their prize
attached with lots of cash. On
the other hand, if the contestants
answered the question wrong
they had to perform crazy and
embarrassing gags before they
could choose a prize. As was
the case for contestant Jenna
Grush, President of the Student
Government Association, who
was forced to dress up as a baby,

wearing the complete infant
attire with a diaper and pacifier,
and then asked to crawl on the
floor while muttering baby talk.
“I guess that’s what you get
for picking the animal biology
category,” says Grush.
Another
unsuccessful
contestant had to jump into
huge granny panties filled with
balloons and pop them using
their derriere. Another two
male contestants had to race
each other in pairs of women’s
pantyhose and strike glamorous
poses for their prizes. The day
was also filled with upset as well
as laughs. For instance, the risk
takers, who opted for the hidden
box prize, appeared rather
disappointed when the assistant
pulled out some less appealing
prizes such as kitchen utensils or
toilet paper. The students were
the most competitive when the
host would offer the audience
cash if they were the first to hold
up selected personal items. Some
students, who threw decorum
to the wind, hurled over three
seats while others dropped their
belongings, racing to be the first
to reach the front of the stage.
“The game show was amusing
to see what people would do for
a little amount of money or the
thought of the unknown in the
box,” says Gabrisch.
In the end, whether the crowd
came to reminisce over fond
memories of the 80’s or to test
their trivia skills for a few extra
bucks, the lunchtime Real Deal
Game Show was probably the
ideal remedy to cure those mid
term blues, that so many of us
fall victim to right before the
holidays.

Students Party At University Sponsored Root Beer Kegger
By: Zach Solomon,
Features Editor
Suddenly there is a large group
of students flocking to Southwest
Hall.
Following the crowd,
one found them gathered in the
quad outside the second floor
of the building. Upon arrival,
students were asked to sign two
separate pieces of paper, handed
a plastic white cup, and told to
help themselves. Everyone had
one. and everyone was enjoying
the beverage they were drinking
from them. There was a bulky,
gray keg with a burly student
standing beside it. who offered
to fill up the cups with a cold,
dark liquid.
This is the Root Beer Kegger,
sponsored by Ameriserve and
Fitz’s in honor of Alcohol
Awareness Week. Fitz’s donated
cups and the keg of root beer,
while Ameriserve donated six

gallons of vanilla ice cream to
make floats. The message was
that students can have just as

much, if not more, fun drinking
an alternative beverage to beer.
Throughout the night, unlimited

Tom Conway, Paul Blum, and James Smeltzer hold Kevin Coll up for a keg
stand at the University’s root beer kegger.
Photo by: Aaron Jeter

root beer and root beer floats
were served to thirsty students
looking for a good time.
Students organized a game
of kickball with music in the
background for entertainment.
Every student signed papers to
thank Ameriserve and Fitz’s for
their generous donation.
This tradition officially started
last year at the University,
but the concept is not new.
Samantha Adams, a senior and
Resident Assistant says she got
the idea from her boyfriend,
who attends Southwest Missouri
State University and where he
and his friends had their own
root beer kegger. The event
at our University took about a
month to plan with the help of
several residents and commuters,
including Thatcher Hallock,
senior, who took care of the

music for the occasion.
Adams reported that Fitz’s
enjoys donating for events like
these, as it helps with their
advertising. The root beer keg
is now being donated to other
campuses, including Webster
University.
Students seemed to enjoy the
mood and the free beverages as
they either joined in the kickball
game or chatted with other
students. “It was the greatest root
beer of my life,” says Kelly Lee,
freshmen. “It was fun in a really
neat way for underclassmen
to meet upperclassmen,” says
Carol Ann Renick, freshmen.
With the success of this year’s
kegger, which Adams estimated
about 125 students attended,
it looks like this event could
become a popular tradition for
the University.
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A New Face At The University:
Assistant Director of Residential
Life Lives and Works On Campus
By: Whitney Payne,
News Editor
GeofT Edwards, Assistant
Director of Residential Life, was
recently spotted singing onstage
while trying to compete for the
title of Mr. Fontbonne. Well, not
really, but Edwards is determined
to be active on campus. In
his own words, “Why go out
and spend money to do things
when I can stay on campus
for free and meet students?”
Edwards is working in Student
Affairs under a title that has
not existed in previous years.
Chris Gill, Director of Student
Development, formerly carried
out all the tasks of this position,
but Carla Hickman, Director of
Residential Life, decided that an
extra person could take over the
work and be able to accomplish
more. As assistant director
Edwards enforces the policies
of the department, applying to
the residential halls, disciplinary
measures, hall programming,
and is in charge of all Resident
Assistants and Hall Directors.
This means he may be correcting
someone about behavior one
minute, and planning how
to update dorms the next. To
make the job easier, Edwards
lives on campus in what was
formerly an apartment, then was
International Life last year, and
is now an apartment again. This
also gives him a better idea of
what living on campus is really
like as opposed to leaving at the
end of the day.
Edwards grew up in Granite
City, Illinois, just an hour’s drive
from St. Louis, and attended
Alton/Marquette high school in
Illinois. From there he moved
on to Monmouth College,
also in Illinois, for a degree
in Communications, Public
Relations and Theater Arts, and
completed his master’s degree at
Bowling Green State in Ohio. An
assistantship was also required
for his degree, so for a year he
attended Heidelberg College in
Tiffon, Illinois. At all three of
these Edwards lived on campus,
which provides him with a lot
of experience with campus life.
However, his original dream
was to be a theater teacher and
pursue a career in acting. It was
only when he discovered that
Illinois would not certify theater
teachers, that he added PR to his
major. He then thought of doing
non-for-profit work for the
Boy Scouts of America, which

Students Attending
FAB Bowling Night
Receive A Surprise
By: Peter Cartier,
Copy Editor

Assistant Director of Residential Life Geoff Edwards enjoys himself at a
campus Music in the Meadow event.
Photo by: Aaron Jeter

he belonged to for many years.
Their idea of a life of service to
others inspired him. However, his
experiences of living on campus
at all three of his colleges, along
with his media training, pushed
him to work in student affairs.
Edwards was planning on going
to the East Coast when he found
the position at the University. His
interview was what really made
him take the job. “I just liked the
way they outlined their policies
and their mission when I asked
the interviewers. Most schools
aren’t that clear,” he says. Now
that he is in his position, Edwards
sees where that mission is carried
out in all procedures on campus
and used on a daily basis. He can
also see where this makes his job
easier, because when a student
asks why things are a certain way,
“I can show them the mission and
say it’s outlined right here.” The
University is an interesting change
from other campuses, according
to him, because the student body
varies so widely in addition to
the large commuter population.
“All of my other colleges were in
rural areas, so this urban setting
proves to be a challenge, because
students don’t have to stay close
to campus,” he says.
In a personal light, one major

interest is theater, and he
especially looks forward to
seeing Wicked at the Fox this
winter. He also enjoys going to
coffeehouses and chatting with
friends. He used to work as
an aquatics instructor and still
works as a CPR instructor, as
well as a lifeguard instructor,
for the Red Cross. He plans
on life guarding again this
summer at Splash City in
Collinsville where he worked
through college. At one point
he worked as an editor for the
TV station on campus, was
an R.A., and participated in
various aspects of theater.
For the future Edwards hopes
to stay at the University for a
while and move up to Director
of Residential Life, perhaps
becoming a Dean of Students
later on. Finally, he hopes that
will be a springboard to work
somewhere in the politics of
the school board.
In the meantime, while he is
on campus, he wants people to
know that he is a nice guy and
wants to get to know everyone.
However, if you are promoting
on-campus parties, he is going
to have to bust them. It is not
personal, it is just the job.

“Education,” from page 3.
sessions, Bommarito also enjoys
swimming and is currently trying
to get back into his routine of 30
laps twice a week.
Bommarito has studied various
major approaches to reading,
and given his broad background
in both urban and rural schools,
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feels he can add to the University’s
academic programs.
In fact,
Bommarito is already thinking
about what his plans are. To
start, he wants to add a volunteer
literacy program. “A lot has been
done here,” says Bommarito,
but he also wants to add to the

University.
His dream of
beginning a volunteer literacy
program may actually manifest
in the near future. “Literacy,
itself, can teach very important
things,” says Bommarito.

Thursday, October 6th marked
another FAB bowling night for
University students. The oncea-semester event once more
featured free bowling, free
shoes, and free food. The left
side of Strike and Spare Lanes
off of N Lindbergh was filled
with students cradling a bowling
ball in one hand and a slice of
pizza in the other. The exception
to this particular Fontbonne
Activities Board bowling outing
was that the right side of Strike
and Spare Lanes was filled with
St. Louis rapper, Nelly and his
posse.
The requirements are simple
to participate in FAB bowling.
Sign up outside the Student
Affairs office before the event
and then show up. The pay
off is a night of unadulterated
competition between fellow
students, both at the lanes as
they attempt to out bowl each
other, and at the table as they try
to consume more pizza and soda
than each other. Thursday was
no different as Alex Cornwell,
Recreational Chair for FAB,
put together a night the students
could remember. He was helped,
of course, by Nelly.
Midway through the night,
Nelly and a large group of
friends entered the Lanes for
their Thursday night of bowling.
Immediately,
University
students’
bowling
games
suffered as a result.
“Molly and I were having
a competition to see who
could bowl better,” explained
sophomore Theresa Webb. “The
game completely destructed
once Nelly arrived. We were
just throwing the ball down the
lane then running over to see
how Nelly was.”
The two were not alone. Half
of the University women had
lost interest in bowling and had
flocked over to watch the St.
Lunatic bowl. Understandably,
Nelly was not very receptive
of the star struck students.
Bodyguards surrounded the
group to make sure fans didn’t

get too close.
“Molly almost got beat up by
a bodyguard for trying to take a
picture,” said Webb. “He told
her if he saw the camera again,
he would break it.” The girls
were told that Nelly would see
them when he was done bowling.
Despite waiting in a huddle
outside of the bodyguard’s reach,
the girls were never greeted.
“The place closed before he was
done bowling and we had to
leave,” said Webb.
Some of Nelly’s friends came
over and talked to University
students. “We don’t even call
him Nelly,” explained one of his
larger, more intimidating friends,
“We call him ‘Mo’.” The posse
had no trouble being the center
of attention. “He’s real nice to
fans usually. He’s just here to
bowl.”
Many University students
were there to bowl as well. A
few bowlers held their own by
repeatedly throwing over two
hundred. While some bowled,
others were just there to finish
off the pizzas.
“I didn’t sign up for the event,
so I just showed up to hang out,”
said senior John Hein. “I had a
good time just walking around
and socializing. Yeah, it was
cool that Nelly was there, but
three dollars for a sixteen ounce
Bud light was cool too.” It
was not the first time that Hein
had encountered a celebrity in
a social setting. “I saw Julian
Tavarez at Applebees during the
playoffs last year, pre-broken
hand. We just left him alone
too.”
So while some students enjoyed
the free food and bowling,
others were content to just sit
and watch the “Longest Yard”
star spin a ball down a lane.
Nelly has been spotted bowling
in other St. Louis venues,
specifically the Loop’s Pin up
Bowl. As a strong bowler with
a sharp spin, he would probably
be a welcome addition to the
University’s inaugural bowling
team. The team could certainly
use the financial assistance.

Attend “Late Night
With Lee McKinney”
Friday, November 11
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Two Unique Cars Found In University Parking Lot
By: Scott Kurtz,
Reporter
For those who have spent time
circling the University parking
lot this semester looking for a
spot, chances are good you have
seen some interesting vehicles
sitting in the lots. But among
all those vehicles, there are a
few that stand out more than
others. One is a 1968 Pontiac
GTO belonging to sophomore
Eddie Johnson and the other
is a 2002 Volvo S40 Turbo
owned by junior Brian Tucker,
both of whom were willing to
do interviews about their eye
catching cars. Johnson’s story
behind his car began when he
turned 16.
“My dad got it for me when
1 got my driver’s license,” he
says. “He buys classic cars and
fixes them up because they are
a better investment than buying
a new car. With a new car, all
you do is sink money into it and
it decreases in value for years.
With a classic car, if it is still
in good condition or restored,
it can end up being worth more
than what it was originally sold
for when it was first built.”
Johnson’s GTO, like all classic
muscle cars, is nothing short of
powerful. Under the hood sits a
370 plus horsepower 6.5 liter V8
engine, and a factory-installed
Hurst Performance shifter. But
the car is, for the most part, the
same as when it first came off
the assembly line years ago.
“The only modifications I’ve
made are a chrome alternator
and a hood tachometer like the
GTO’s produced a few years
later. The ones in 1968 didn’t
have that. Other than that, I plan
to keep everything stock. It even
has the original 8-track player,
and it still works,” Johnson
says. Despite the GTO’s power,
he has only raced it once, and
that experience was more than
enough for him.
“It was mainly stupid kid stuff.
I was goofing around with a
friend in high school and hit a
speed bump, which broke the
front shock absorbers and some
of the suspension,” Johnson
says. “The front end dropped
completely to the ground. Ever
since then I’ve been very careful
with my car and I stay within
the speed limits. I don’t race it
because I don’t want to break

something while doing it. I plan
to hold on to the car as long as
I can, and the only thing I want
to do with it is keep it clean and
maintained.”
Johnson likes the GTO because
it is a classic car and he gets
noticeed with it. “I just love the
attention I get with it when I’m
driving around,” he says. “Car
guys keep staring at it, but I
love the response from the older
crowd. They compliment me on
the car arid look it all over.”
Tucker’s 2002 Volvo S40
Turbo, however, shows how
far America’s car culture has
come and how much it has
changed since the 1960’s, when
muscle cars and street racing
first began. Back then, it was
all about powerful gas-guzzling
V8 engines that needed little or
no work in order to get a car up
to highway speeds in well under
ten seconds. Nowadays, it’s
about fuel efficient four cylinder
engines which gain extra power
from turbochargers, exhaust
systems, and nitrous oxide
that own the streets today, and
Tucker’s Volvo is one of them.
He came across his current car
a few years ago when searching
for a new one.
“I was going to Colorado for
a while, and I needed something
with four doors. When I saw it,
I traded my old car in for it. I’ve
spent about five grand since then
modifying it,” he says.
But as to why Tucker decided
to modify a Volvo, he said
he wanted to do something
unique. “I did it because it was
an original idea and because it
was the perfect car to upgrade,
you don’t see a lot of modified
Volvos out there. It’s not all
box-shaped like the older ones,
and it’s a European car. I think
European cars offer the best
potential in modifying.”
The list of modifications
Tucker has made to his Volvo
is an extensive, yet impressive,
one.
The tubing done for
the turbocharger and exhaust
systems was custom made, which
allows for the air going into the
engine and the exhaust fumes
going out of the engine to flow
easier and faster which leads to
better and louder acceleration,
as well as the tubing for the
intercooler, which keeps the

engine and turbo system from
overheating, the engine control
unit, fuel settings and turbo boost
controller were reprogrammed
and remapped courtesy of
Upsolute Tuning, giving the car
more speed, power, and RPM
levels when driving, the body
has been lowered and outfitted
with anti-sway bars from IP and
aftermarket Toyo brand tires
on Spades rims by Ace, which
lowers the car’s center of gravity
and gives it more grip on the road
when turning. And those are
only some of the performance
modifications.
“I’ve also added fiberglass
flares on the sides and the front
bumper of the car, and as for
the audio system, I installed a
Clarion stereo unit, speakers
from Infinity, amplifiers from
Zapco, and a 12 inch competition
subwoofer from Trio with a
custom made fiberglass box to
hold it,” Tucker says.
Although he has not raced his
car yet, he has gone to several
shows and in some cases, taken
home trophies and bragging
rights. “I do shows with my car
every year, the most memorable
one was when I went to the NOPI
Nationals Show in St. Louis over
the summer and won first place
in the European Conservative
Design class,” he says. The
NOPI Nationals are a set of car
shows and races exclusive to
classic and tuner cars alike, that
tour several cities in the United
States over the spring, summer,
and early fall. Winning a trophy
at one of them is no small feat,
as people displaying their cars
compete against some of the
most heavily modified vehicles
in the nation. But Tucker is not
done yet modifying his Volvo.
“I plan to upgrade the turbo and
intercooler systems, and get
a new paint job put on it,” he
says. As for what Tucker likes
about his Volvo, he enjoys the
surprised looks he gets from it.
“I just love the look on people’s
faces when they find out it’s a
Volvo, but I also love that it has
a turbo.”
So there you have it, an old
school American muscle car and
a new school import tuner car.
But while the owners, cars, and
goals are different, the pride they
have in their cars is the same.

FAB Laser Tag Event
Friday, November 18

Eddie Johnson’s 1968 Pontiac GTO gets noticed by car connoisseurs and
those who grew up when the car was popular.
Photo by: Scott Kurtz

Brian Tucker’s 2002 Volvo S40 Turbo has won trophies at St. Louis car
shows.
Photo by: Scott Kurtz

One Student Called
Back Into Athletics
By: Peter Cartier,
Copy Editor
As some of you know, I have
come out of retirement from
collegiate athletics. It’s a tough
decision, but I’m cracking my
knuckles and settling in for one
last hurrah before I graduate.
Please understand that not just
any sport could pull me back
in. No, it would have to be a
sport of passion, a sport with
charisma, a sport where heroes
are made: it would have to be
the inaugural season of bowling
at the University.
Let me make something clear.
I’m not exactly what you would
call a bowler, per se. I know how
to bowl, I’m just not sure that I
have ever in my life bowled with
a serious look on my face. I was
watching a bowler on ESPN2
the other day stare down the
pins like if they didn’t fall, he
was going to run down there and
finish the job. I usually look at
the pins and think, “If I throw
the ball in another lane and get
a strike, does that make me a
legend?” Basically, I’m the guy
who’s most likely to get his arm
stuck in the ball return.
Did I mention that I have
absolutely no idea how they keep
score in bowling? As far as I can
tell it just goes frame to frame
making up numbers, adding,
multiplying, it doesn’t matter.

As long as the end result makes
sure that no girls beat me, I’m
okay. In fact, I’11 just be painfully
honest with you; it was the trip
that turned me on to bowling.
A week before Christmas, the
University bowling team will
be heading to Las Vegas. It is
at this point where I will cease
being a bowler and will become
a wandering 21-year-old lost
among a glow of neon lights.
My heart is beating faster as I
think about it.
In all seriousness, I look
forward to the season and plan
on working hard on my bowling
game. I may even show up
to bowl a little in Vegas.
Unfortunately, the team has been
given a pittance of a budget for
the first season. We aren’t too
worried about it though; we
plan on taking the budget to
the roulette table in Vegas and
putting it all on red. Second
season?
Keep your fingers
crossed and spin the wheel.
I expect a lot out of the season.
My last outing as a college
athlete turned out to be one of
the greatest experiences of my
life. My freshman year at the
University, I went undercover
as a baseball player just so that I
could hang out with my friends.

“Athletics,”
continued on page 11.

FEATURES
University Students Recall
Memories of Halloween and
Prepare For New Costumes
By: Chrystal Edwards,
Opinions Editor
It is the time of year for
pumpkins, candy com, and best
of all, costumes. Students have a
variety to choose from, including
classics such as a vampire,
witch, or Michael Meyers from
the Halloween series, to more
creative options, such as Willy
Wonka, a hot dog, or even as
your favorite cocktail. But along
with scary and funny costumes
comes scary and funny stories
of student’s past Halloween
experiences.
On a dark and gloomy
night, Adrienne Reed, junior,
had a frightening Halloween
encounter. “I was eight years old
and went trick-or-treating with
some friends,” she says. “This
old woman lived on the comer
and her daughter gave us candy.
As soon as we left, a man with
a chainsaw chased us down the
street. I almost wet my pants.”
For this year’s festivities, Reed
plans on being Foxxy Cleopatra
from the third Austin Powers
movie Goldmember. She does
not intend on trick-or-treating,
but rather flirting with young
boys for their candy.
According to senior David
Doerhoff, terror on Halloween
can happen not only in old
houses and graveyards, but also
below sea level. “My family
and I took a cruise to Florida
for our fall break on Halloween
because we weren’t able to take
the cruise during the summer,”
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he says. “I was twelve years old
and I was snorkeling sometime
around noon and happened to
run into a five foot long shark.”
Doerhoff survived to tell his tale,
but has not forgotten his run in.
He was the grim reaper that year
for Halloween, but did not wear
his costume while snorkeling.
Sophomore Nick Romney
gave details about how they
do Halloween on the island
of Anguilla, in the Caribbean.
“Back at home, the tradition
is to bury eggs and leave them
for two weeks,” he says. “On
Halloween we dig them up and
throw them at people’s houses
and cars. Of course, the eggs are
stinky, decrepit, and rotting.”
When Tony
Sensabaugh,
freshman, was dressed as
Batman at three years old by his
parents and says it was definitely
a scary experience. “I cried my
eyes out as my parents dressed
me and took pictures,” he says.
“I can’t remember all the way,
but I think I just didn’t want to
wear the costume.”
For sophomore Brian Dodson,
his Halloween fix includes
watching scary movies. “One
Halloween I remember seeing
the new version of Texas
Chainsaw Massacre with some
friends,” he says. “I was really
scared. I can’t decide if it was
because it was Halloween or the
fact that the movie was based on
a true story.” This year Dodson
plans on being something that

dispenses alcoholic beverages.
“I went to this Halloween store
and saw a keg dispenser costume,
and it really dispenses beer.”
Freshmen Sean Biemacki
had a terrifying experience one
Halloween. “When 1 was seven
years old my school put on not
a haunted house, but a haunted
forest,” he says. “This bloody,
nasty, cut-up girl chased me
the whole time. I thought it
was pretty harsh considering
I was only seven.” For this
Halloween, Biemacki intends
on being either a ninja turtle or
one of the ninjas from the movie
Three Ninjas.
For Jaema Younge, senior,
Halloween is a time to go to the
Fright Fest that Six Flags puts
on every year. “Last year we
went to Fright Fest and went in a
haunted house that had an Edgar
Allan Poe feel to it, real dark and
with an old English style,” she
says. “There was a strobe light
flickering the whole time and
then all of a sudden a guy fell on
the floor and grabbed my leg and
I started screaming so loud.” As
for her costume, Younge wants
to be Morticia Addams from
The Addams Family movies. “I
really like her because she’s so
elegant, yet dead,” she says.
With all these scary experiences
and costume ideas, Halloween at
the University promises to be an
interesting, and hopefully not
too frightening, experience.

Cold And Flu Season
Threatens Students
By: Aaron Jeter,
Photo Editor
It is that time of the year again,
when it gets cool and brisk, the
days are shorter and the nights
longer. People bring out their
sweaters, coats, and scarves to
protect themselves from the cold
winds. Hot chocolate becomes
scarce in the aisles at the grocery
store, coughing becomes a
regular sound in the classrooms,
red noses are not caused by
too much blush, but from too
many tissues. It is cold and flu
season.
Students living in the dorms
should have no doubt that they
will get sick, especially the
freshmen. The germs work their
way down the halls, usually
starting as just a slight sniffle or
sneeze, but infecting residents
at each stop. Students may try
taking vitamins to slow it down
or fight it off, but most likely
those measures will do no good.
People who take this warning
seriously will understand that
living within close proximity of
each other causes germs to travel

quickly and multiply like rabbits.
The close quarter causes a need
for extra cleanliness, the kind that
is next to godliness. Residents
also need to take notice of their
room and surroundings. Many
people have had mold build up
in unsuspecting places, causing
a great deal of health problems.
Most notably this has occurred
in St. Joseph’s Hall on the 3rd
floor.
For those who have dirty
roommates, the Center of
Disease Control (CDC) suggests
that one purchase a biohazard
suit. For students who acquire a
suit like this, they should always
stay in it, no matter what. If a
shower is needed, shower in
the suit. For those who cannot
afford such a commodity, they
will have to make due with as
many cold and flu drugs that one
is able to compile legally.
A cold and the flu are alike in
many ways, but the flu can lead

“Cold,” continued on
page 9.

10 Ways Not To Get a Date for
Mystery Masquerade
1) Facebook your desired date until they are
completely annoyed and finally take you off
their friend list.
2) Have your roommate ask their roommate if
they will go with you.

3) Drunk dial them and ask them to go with you
while slurring your words.
4) Become too familiar with where their classes
are, when they eat, when they practice, what car
they drive, and what sidewalk they use to go to
class, all while sitting in the bushes with your
binoculars.

5) Telling someone you two would look really
great together at the dance, in the right light, of
course.
6) Buy them a puppy.

7) Tell them you’ll do their homework when
they already know you’re failing that class.

8) Tell that special someone you’ll take them out
before the dance to an all you can eat buffet.
9) Ask both of the roommates just in case one
backs down or says no.

10) Tell a person you’re a very good dancer and

suddenly break out and show them.
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Out With The Old And In With The New:

The University Revamps The Old Weight Room
By: Melanie Bernds,
Reporter
It was a room that many
dreaded at the University. It was
cold, dark, empty, and very old.
As you walked in, you could
smell sweat and grunts of pain.
Many were not aware that this
room even existed. It was placed
in a very central location, but
was still ignored. This room
was known as the weight room.
After 15 years the wear and tear
took hold of the room located in
the DSAC. It had very worn
out equipment and was missing
essential pieces. For example,
the circuit was unrecognizable
and had missing dumbbells. It
was inconsistent compared to
gyms that other schools have
available to their students and
faculty.
Something had to be done
and Brian Hoener, Head Men’s
Soccer Coach, took the initiative
to look into this dilemma. He
took senior Jason Jorel and
junior Mary Stock to a leadership
convention for the Student
Athletic Advisory Committee
(SAAC). They had to come up
with an improvement project
for the school. They decided
right away that the changes had
to be made in the weight room.
The three returned and had the
Student Athletic Advisory Board
(SAAB) start making petitions,
surveys,
getting
estimates

on equipment prices, and
putting together a power point
presentation to show Coach Lee
McKinney, Athletic Director,
Gary Zach, Head of Finances,
and Greg Taylor, Vice President
of the University.
“People didn’t think the weight
room was good enough to
complete a sufficient workout, so
they worked out elsewhere,” says
Stock. “It was almost an eyesore
as you walked into the DSAC.”
Stock hoped the presentation
and hard work would show the
University that students, faculty,
and staff wanted something to be
done. SAAB was convinced by
the efforts made and preceded
with getting plans ready for
renovation in January.
The
project was sponsored and
funded by using the University’s
operation
budget.
Several
meetings were conducted over
the summer to get the ball rolling
on this project.
There were many concerns,
such as how to keep the room
from falling apart like the last
one. SAAB came up with a
plan that would request the
students’ help. The work study
students would have to routinely
disinfect the machines and clean
up the area. A person cannot use
the room without signing in or
showing a University ID. The
ID will be kept at the front desk
until the student has exited. This

way the room can be monitored
by who is using it to keep
equipment from being stolen or
misused.
Now the weight room is
finished for the most part, but
little improvements are being
added, such as adding more
televisions in the coming weeks.
The room received new and more
modem weight lifting machinery
to replace the old. The circuit
now consists of Paramount leg
presses, inner outer thigh, low
back, seated leg curl, abdominal,
chin dip, leg extension, bicep
curl, seated chest press, and pec
fly machines.
Added to the room is a new
and complete set of free weights.
The cardio now has a new
treadmill, two ellipticals, two
seated bikes, one upright bike,
and two Lifestyle stairmasters.
The cable cross over was a big
addition because it is several
machines. The floor has been
changed from carpet to rubber,
the room has been repainted,
and there are towels available,
to be washed by work study
students.
Monday through
Friday the room is open from
8:30 AM to 10:00 PM, Friday is
it open 8:30 AM to 5:00 PM and
Sundays it is open from 5:00 PM
to 10:00 PM. “This is one way
to improve campus life,” says
Stock. “And it will definitely
help out for recruiting.”

The new weight room includes a complete set of dumbbells.
Photo by: Aaron Jeter

New circuit machines are also now available to students andfaculty.
Photo by: Aaron Jeter

New cardio equipment is provided in the new weight room.
Photo by: Aaron Jeter

“Cold,” from page 8.
to more serious problems, like
the lung disease pneumonia.
The best way to avoid getting
either one of these or even both
is quite simple. Always wash
your hands. Never shake a sick
persons hand, in fact, avoid
people with colds at all costs.

For students who are unfortunate
enough to become sick, cough
and sneeze into tissues and
dispose of them as soon as
possible. Always clean surfaces
that may have been touched,
and never touch the eyes, nose,
or mouth, since germs enter the

body through these holes.
Those able to stay clean and
prevent sickness from getting
to them are the lucky ones.
Students can give themselves a
mental high five, because they
should not be touching any of
the infected people.

A new and complete set offree weights is provided.

Photo by: Aaron Jeter
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Facebook Makes Connecting Students Easier
But Raises Concerns About Campus Safety
By: Mary Rott,
Managing Editor
On Friday, September 2,
University students earned a
recognition more important than
any ranking or place in a book.
That evening, students could be
heard cheering in the AMC and
St. Joe’s hallways as they shared
the news that they had gained
access to Facebook.
To date, the University has
over 500 student members, 7
graduate students, 14 alumni, 3
staff, and 3 faculty on Facebook.
Freshman Alissa Crist was
influential
in getting the
University added to Facebook.
She sent so many emails to the
staff of the company requesting
that her school be added that they
sent her an email commending
her persistence.
“I wanted
Facebook because I am the only
one in my high school to go to
Fontbonne,” says Crist. “And 1
did not want to lose touch with
my friends.”
Freshman Becky Close agrees,
saying, “I like Facebook because
it allows me to keep in touch with
people 1 don’t see that much. 1
also get to learn a little more
about the people I go to school
with now because of the groups
they’re in and what they write in

their profiles.”
According to Chris Hughes,
Facebook Spokesperson, as
of Friday, September 16, all
college students with .edu
email addresses across the
nation potentially have access
to Facebook. That’s over 2,000
North American colleges, and a
high school version accessible
by invitation only was also
recently launched that attracted
88 students in the first 10
minutes.
Launched to the Harvard
University public on February 4,
2004 as thefacebook.com, over
6,000 Harvard students signed
up in the first three weeks. Mark
Zuckerberg, a senior at Harvard,
had the idea to create Facebook
(the article was dropped in
August, 2005). Hughes says
Zuckerberg wanted to “create
a universal online database for
college students with social
networking
functionality.”
Instead of wasting trees printing
yearbooks, Zuckerberg decided
to use the web to give students
control over the information they
want to share with others, such as
email addresses, screen names,
favorite movies, classes, friends,
phone numbers, addresses, and
more.
Facebook has become a

fun tool to use, a means for
communication, and a resource
of information.
“At heart,
Facebook is an online directory
that connects people through
social networks at schools,” says
Hughes.
With this web innovation,
Zuckerberg has created a very
lucrative site.
Hughes says,
“Mark went from being a
Harvard student programming in
his dorm room to CEO of a multi
million dollar corporation.”
At
www.facebook.com,
members of the University,
past and present, can register
to join the network by entering
their campus email address and
creating a password for their
account. Members of Facebook
are given selected access to the
nation-wide directory of college
students. Once a member of the
site, connections can be made
by searching for other students
at one’s school and either
inviting them to be friends or
poking them. Poking is used
to get the attention of someone
who may or may not recall
knowing you. Pokes can be
reciprocated or ignored, as can
friendship invitations.
Once
an invitation to become friends
has been accepted, the profile
of the invitee is added to the

list of friends of the person who
requested the friendship, and
their profile is also added to the
list of friends of the person to
which the invitation was sent.
Personalized messages can
be sent to friends in two ways
on Facebook. The first is very
similar to email and shows
up in the message box of the
addressee, while the second is
more innovative. Every member
of Facebook has space known
as “the wall” where friends can
write them messages. These are
usually short greetings, such as
birthday wishes or shout outs to
new Facebook members. Most
people make their walls public
so that anyone who visits their
profile can read the messages
on their wall, but the privacy
settings on the site can privatize
this message board. Similarly,
the information supplied by each
Facebook member is voluntary,
which reassures those members
worried about being stalked or
harassed of their safety. Others
less concerned about such issues
may post more details about
themselves, such as their cell
phone number or AIM address.
Although
Facebook
has
received a general acceptance
on campus, some people are
conscientiously opposed to it.

For instance, freshman Trish
Schodrowski, whose older sister
Irene is a Facebook member, says
she will never join the site. “If I
haven’t heard from or conversed
with certain people for a long
time, it’s probably best it stays
that way,” says Schodrowski.
At a Sunday evening mass in
September, Assistant Director of
Campus Ministry, Tasha Weitl,
added a warning about Facebook
to the closing announcements,
cautioning students about putting
their personal information, such
as dorm room numbers and cell
phones numbers, on the site.
Even those who have joined
are often willing to admit that
Facebook causes its share of
problems. For instance, Close
is a member of the Facebook
group entitled, “I Prob Should be
Studying, But I’m on Facebook
Instead (FU Chapter),” a place
for procrastinating students to
commiserate with each other on
the addictive nature of Facebook.
Close also commented on the
concern shared by many that
Facebook facilitates campus
stalking. “I guess it can be a
little stalker-ish, but that’s never
really a concern,” says Close.
“Most people are on it to make
friends and have a good time.”

University Students Speak Out:
Maiden of Orleans: a Bayou Thriller by Joseph Patrick Rogers
is a last-paced, rorrantic suspense novel that can be enjoyed by readers of all ages. "Hie action
ox u rs i n th e preset t-day New Dries ns a rea. 19-yea r-old Lori Fa i re finds herself as the foca I point
in the battle between good and evil. She is helped by Mikhail Jfaviei; who proves to be a powerful
defender, for more information, visit the author^ website at joer4*a$.honwsteadA^

MiHr.il fitdown on iwliita,■wroughtiron Larch.
Whila ho related drere.tha sound of children s wires
cxughthk ittenlia'. Through i faw tress ind Lushas,
ho could saasawnd smill girls ind Boys phyingwith
ijumpropa. As they jumped, thay reertodi singson g chart:

"Kifljdbms qfdorAiKSJs,
Kingdoms oflylii,
hKonfoA
wer and might;
Once an deep Heaven a great nw ivas joaghl,
And new Jo the ear th. the battle is brought;
On a half vessel ,you must no tv sail;
For the soke of die Maiden , you mast prevail."
At£rst Mikhail did n ct pay muchattention to
a tbair chart Thon, whan ihayrepaated tha wires,
|T ha took ncti<re
That t the oddest rhyme for children to ba
ft reciting,ha thought Ha r«afrom Aabench und

B m owd A roj gh the 1 ight shrulbery toward -ire
It children. They were only out cf his sight for 1
matter of seconds, but whan became arcurd a
■ bush, thaywere gone
Where could thayba:1 Ha walked around
.% in other row ofbushes; no one was there,
though. Haari ng the telephone ringing in h is
J cord o, he trotted back i ro ide, still puzrl in g
" otter the mjptery d’A« disappearing children.

Maiden of Orleans: a Bayou Thriller is available
onAmazon.com and Bamesandnoble.com (bn.com)

Q: How do you feel about the
generational gap regarding union
strikes in the midst of airport
security?

“I feel that I can truly identify with
people who are rushing to get to class
on time but can’t find a parking spot.”
Orlando Thompson, Pre-Law
“I’m not sure enough people
understand the social responsibility of
allowing fellow students to copy their
notes when they fall asleep in class.”
Samuel Bolton, Chemical Biology
“The hygienic disregard that is so
clearly evident in the dorms is, simply
put, appalling.” Emily Bueller, Micro
Pharmaceuticals
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Women’s Cross
Former Professional Ballerina
Country Perseveres Comes To The University to
Despite Setbacks
Study Fashion Merchandizing
By: Meg Kymes,
Reporter
Over the past 15 years, the
University has had a men’s
and women’s cross country
team sporadically. Despite this
fact, many students have never
heard of it. “1 didn’t even know
we had one now,” says Anna
Roden, senior. “It’s the first
I’ve heard of it.” Other students
agreed with Roden. “I haven’t
heard of a cross country team
either,” says Brandi Cornell,
junior. “I would go watch them
run though.” Despite students’
lack of knowledge about the
current and past cross-country
teams, Coach Lee McKinney
remembers them. “I forced the
men’s basketball team to run
cross country to stay in shape,”
says McKinney. “I wasn’t very
popular. The women’s cross
country teams, however, was
more popular.”
Even though the team is not
well known, seven female
students are currently competing
in six cross country meets this
year. Four of these women
arc from other sports teams,
but three simply wanted to run
distances Erica Jones, senior,
and Allison Wagner, sophomore,
are both softball players, while
Claire Rogers,
sophomore,
and Kate Evers, junior, are
basketball players. Evers also
plays softball. Tina Marquart,
senior, Katie Schupp, senior, and
Rebbeca Wideman, senior, only
run distances. Although all these
women run at different times
and for different reasons, they
all get along. “It’s a small group
and we bonded well even though
our schedules are so hectic. We
can't always practice together,”
says Jones. “Sometimes Tina
and 1 will run together, but most
of the time I run by myself.”
The women who run, but are on
other sports teams, run to keep
in shape. “I decided to do this
because 1 wanted to challenge
myself, but I also wanted to be tn
shape for softball,” says Jones.

The seven women, along with
the interim coach, Joel Cryder,
the Head Athletic Trainer, have
run in four meets so far this year.
“We are on the slower end of
most of the teams,” says Jones.
“But it isn’t discouraging. We
have had a lot of injuries so
far this season, so we’ve ran
in meets, but could not rank.
Every team has to have at least
five runners to rank.” The team
is not only being plagued by
injuries, but they are also one of
the smaller schools in many of
their meets. “Some of the meets
we have participated in have only
six or seven different schools,
while others can be as big as 20
or more different schools,” says
Cryder. The women have run
against schools such as Webster,
Maryville,
Greenville,
and
Blackbum.
Coach McKinney wants to
build on the current team to
create a bigger one next year.
He has recruited David Almany
to help find new players from
all across Missouri to come to
the University to run. Almany
is currently a principal at a high
school in Arkansas, but was the
head cross-country coach at
Licking High School in Licking,
Missouri. With Almany’s help,
McKinney hopes to recruit
30 new students to run cross
country and track next year.
“There are so many young men
and women from small towns
that like to run,” says McKinney.
“We would like to give them a
place to run.” With a new eight
lane track facility', Gay Field at
Clayton High School, available
to the runners next year, there
are high hopes that Almany and
McKinney will be able to keep a
team at the University. Already
the current women runners are
hoping to join the team next
year. “I enjoy it most of the
time.” says Jones. “I know my
other team members would like
to run again next year, even to
just stay in shape.”

“Athletics,” continued from page 7.
I ended up getting a conference
championship watch and more
memories than 1 care to censor.
All 1 had to do was show up
with a glove and go where I
was told. I was really just in it
to wear the uniform and make
diving catches. Let the record
show that 1 did wear a uniform.
That year the baseball team was
lucky enough to be like a family,
and I hope the bowling team is
able to achieve half as strong of
a camaraderie this season.
1 guess 1 just find it amusing
to pretend to be something I’m
not for recreation. I must admit
that I gave serious thought about
being a ninja for a while. It

all seemed so appealing: long
nights, jumping around roofs,
and basically just slipping around
undetected. It turned out the
long nights would really conflict
with keeping my schoolwork on
track, plus most of my English
credits wouldn’t transfer to a
ninja major. So it goes.
So I suppose I’ll wrap up
my tenure at the University as
a bowler And when I’m not
carousing around as a collegiate
bowler. I’ll continue finishing up
as an English major with the end
in sight. Just don’t be surprised
if I jump kick over the finish
line.

By: Kerrie Blaha,
Sports Editor

Freshmen Beth Rabinowitz’s
professional
resume reads:
Height-5’3, Weight-100 lbs,
Hair-Auburn, Eyes-Brown. The
first two factors make her an
ideal ballerina, though she does
not know if the second two work
for or against her in an audition.
She says, “You can be rejected
for anything.” With grace and
precision she sits in front of her
carefully compiled resume and
photo album, explaining that
companies do not really care
much for the person they are
auditioning.
They ruthlessly
search out their ideal and have
no qualms about expressing
their sometimes harsh opinions.
Such is the life of a professional
ballerina, nervously exposing
herself for companies to be
picked apart, judged and rejected
again and again. But this was
the life that Rabinowitz enjoyed
for nearly nineteen years before
she came to the University.
Her life as a ballerina officially
began at the age oftwo, unusually
young for a dancer, but not for a
child who was walking at nine
months. She started dancing
“at point,” meaning in shoes
containing pointed wooden toes
to look perfectly pointed, at ten,
a practice no longer allowed until
after puberty since it is harmful
to the feet and bone structure.
“I hate my feet, they are ruined.
I don’t like anyone to look at
them,” says Rabinowitz. She
attended schools and summer
workshops through her teenage
years at some in the most widely
respected programs. “I had a hard
time making and keeping friends
because dancing consumed a lot
of my time,” she says. During
a summer workshop at the
multimillion-dollar
company
Boston Ballet at the age of
sixteen, she was asked to stay
for the school year to work with
the other dancers. The offer was
rare, and accepting would mean
leaving her family and dropping
out of school. At this point, she
and her parents decided it was
too much for her to handle and
she declined. She admits that
as far her career is concerned,
“It might have been the biggest
mistake I ever made.”
Rabinowitz
continued
her training through pre
professional programs and two
internships: at the renowned
American Ballet Theatre and
Ballet San Jose Silicon Valley.
When she was eighteen she
began her professional career,
auditioning against intense
competition. “I sent out about
one hundred and fifty resumes
and videos everywhere. My

Photograph from freshman Beth Rabinowitz's album.
Photo Courtesy Of: Beth Rabinowitz

parents always supported me,
but it was difficult for them
to see disappointment after
disappointment.”
Rabinowitz
explains that competition is
extremely tough, and most of
the time not many dancers are
selected. “When I auditioned at
American Ballet Theatre, there
were four hundred dancers trying
out. They had ten levels, I was in
the highest level, and from all of
the dancers, they only accepted
one.” Adding to the frustration,
many companies would hold
auditions just to make money.
“Although they were not looking
for any dancers, they would
have you pay to come audition
and keep the money to help with
their upcoming season,” says
Rabinowitz.
In 2003, she accepted a job
with St. Louis Ballet, performing
in many shows like The
Nutcracker and Swan Lake. A
dedicated dancer under contract,
she even battled though injuries,
once continuing to perform after
she badly sprained her ankle and
had to be rushed to the hospital
immediately afterwards. “I was
under contract and expected to
perform, so I just kept dancing,
trying to do most of the moves
with my other foot.”
She often witnessed the darker
side to the ballerina life. “There
is constant pressure to maintain
your weight. After I left St.

Louis Ballet, the artistic director
began making the dancers turn
in journals of what they ate
each day,” she says. During
our conversation, she showed
me a copy of her contract with
the company, pointing out
that weight gain was listed
among acceptable reasons for
termination. “I just watched
what I ate, but I know a lot of
girls dealt with anorexia and
eating disorders.” According
to Rabinowitz, all ballerinas are
not as perfect and innocent as
many believe. Many dancers
are not only fighting eating
disorders, some are involved in
other self-destructive behaviors
such as smoking, drinking and
sometimes worse. “I just didn’t
fit that lifestyle,” she says.
Despite the darker aspects
to the lifestyle, she enjoyed
what she did. “It was neat to
make money doing something
that I loved, ngt just interested
in.” She ended her career as
a dancer this past June with a
final performance in Swan Lake,
ironically her debut and favorite
ballet. Though her childhood
was unusual, she feels she has
lived a full life so far. Currently,
Rabinowitz is a freshman at the
University, majoring in Fashion
Merchandizing and considering
English. She hopes one day to
possibly be involved in dance
related fashion.
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Professor Trades
Name For T-Shirt
By: Jami Cale,
Guest Writer

the evasive title “Benjamin S.
Moore III” keeps struggling
minds at bay; Sommer’s, in
particular.
“What I wanted to do with
this ungainly middle name is
tease him,” Sommer reports. “I
tried to look at the records, but I
had to give it some thought...!
was really stopped by my
own scruples. Is it ethical for
a department chair to use his
power to find a middle name? I
didn’t think so.”
Yet the more Sommer thought
about the name, the more
embarrassing he imagined it
might be, and the more useful
he fantasized it might become.
Sommer tried to “trip him
up,” casually needing his full
signature for various documents.
He took him out to dinner,
finding reasons to “celebrate”
in hopes of a slip of the tongue.
He even thought about calling
Moore’s mother.
Luckily Moore had taken extra
precautions by giving his family
proper warning. To him, the
middle name itself was far less
important than keeping a secret.
“It’s not important until you
don’t tell people, and then it
suddenly becomes important,”
Moore says. “I kept the secret
until I could trade it for something
I really wanted.” Until then, he
simply smiled and refused.
But it is now such an item
that brings us here today, as
the University’s Fontbanner
currently holds in its possession
a copy of the certified, legal and
much desired document.

Dr. Benjamin Moore has a
secret. It’s not much of a secret,
but it’s driving some of his
colleagues insane. It’s the type of
secret that he never would have
thought would hold any power,
yet he has become pleasantly
surprised over the past few years
as he slowly realizes just how
much this kind of secret can get
under people’s skin.
Meanwhile, Dr. Jason Sommer
has been losing sleep. As he sits
in his office, papers scattered
about, answering phones and
approving forms as the Chair of
the English and Communication
Department so often does,
students
might
naturally
assume that his strained smile
and nervous edge are simply
the cause of work-related
stress. Yet, surrounded in this
atmosphere of higher learning,
holding his hand to his chin with
a pondering look, he proves to
have other things on his mind.
“Maybe it’s some sort of family
name....like Sarsaparilla,” he
says, curiously. “Maybe... it’s
something exotic,”He quietly
whisperstohimself. “Salamanca.
Benjamin Salamanca Moore.
Now that’s something.”
Sommer is, of course, referring
to the secret that has plagued the
hallways of the University’s East
Building for many a year:
What is, exactly, Dr. Benjamin
Moore’s middle name?
Deep in the vaults ofAcademic
Affairs lie transcripts, tax forms
and other such legal documents,
yet all pose small problems, as
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Sports Fan Rivals Learn To
Coexist At The University
By: Maggie Sullivan,
Reporter
College students are taught to
think critically and contemplate
tough questions in order to
gain
more
understanding
about their lives. As one sits
in Life Science pondering the
complex inner-workings of
nature, a question arises of how
St. Louis Cardinals fans and
Chicago Cubs fans are able to
co-exist. Merely the suggestion
might
sound preposterous,
improbable and even impossible
to some. Despite doubts, this
strange phenomenon is actually
occurring right here, close to
home, at our own University.
The world we find ourselves
living in is filled with incredibly
diverse forms of life. Given
this, it is inevitable that many
different species can be found
co-existing in close quarters with
each other; this is how biological
diversity occurs. In technical
terms, this is referred to as
sympatry: two or more species
inhabiting the same territory.
Predatory behavior aside, one
might begin to wonder why
some species can peacefully
co-exist with each other, while
others find it so difficult. We
have all seen the birds on campus
who share their territory in the
meadow with squirrels and yield
only the occasional argument.
It is difficult to say however,
whether any co-existing species
can ever truly settle their
differences and unite. It is a
tricky question to approach,
but in fact, the “Observation of
many species over the years has
failed to establish even a single
instance of two diagnostically
different populations that exist
in sympatry and have then
merged to form one united
population,’’says
Wikipedia,
com. With such daunting
findings, it is unclear how
Cardinals fans and Cubs fans,
indeed two different species, can
ever occupy the same University
without uproarious bickering.
Some may wonder what
guidelines dictate that species
like Cardinals fans are different
from species like Cubs fans,
and vice versa. The answer

Five Reasons Why Thanksgiving Is Going To Be

Great This Year:
1. Five day weekend to get pumped up for, you guessed it, finals.
2. C’mon, a holiday off from school to eat yams? Say yes.
3.1 offer this equation: One open hand plus a pen and paper equals a hand
turkey frenzy.
4. Grandma promised this year she wouldn’t get drunk and leave her teeth
in the green bean casserole.
5. In all seriousness, it’s not about the football: it’s to celebrate the birth of
the turkey.

Cardinals fan Jonathan Kozak and Cubs fan Will McNiff somehow find
ways to coexist peacefully, most of the time.
Photo by: Maggie Sullivan

is simply that there must be
discernable differences. Here is
a concrete example: At the start
of every season, Cubs fans tend
to insist that their team is going
to win the World Series despite a
97 year drought, and a typically
mediocre lineup. “I believe that
any fan . . . wants their team to
go to the World Series. That
is the goal in baseball,” says
Patrick Seibold, a resident Cubs
fan at the University. Reflecting
a mindset common to Cubs fans,
Seibold says, “We need a new
coach. Our pitching is great. A
new coach would be real nice.”
Cardinals fans, on the other
hand, tend to be realistic by
observing the makeup of their
team for a particular season and
its likelihood for success therein.
Resident Cardinals fan Jonathan
Kozak explains that “The
overall success of the team is
based on the lineup as a whole..
. in reality, teams need seasoned
veterans as a catalyst to help
the team gel and be successful
... the Cubs sometimes have
potential but aren’t able to stay
healthy or maintain longevity
throughout the season.”
By the same token, Cubs fans
do not, under any circumstances,
admit, even to themselves
perhaps, that their team is
doomed. “The Cubs have never
been ‘doomed’, they’ve just
had bad luck,” says Cubs fan
Will McNiff. Cardinals fans are
generally capable of admitting
when their team ought to just
throw in the towel; circa 1990’s
Cardinal fans are exemplary of
this trait. “If your team is 20 or
more games out and you only
have one or two healthy starting
pitchers, an unreliable bullpen
and only a couple of big bats, it’s
pretty much a done deal that the
season is over,” says Kozak.
Scientists would refer to
Cardinals fans and Cubs fans
as Darwinian Species, or those
that share a common ancestor.
Strange, one might think, that

they are now so different, if they
are indeed from one beginning.
Upon deeper exploration into this
concept however, one learns that
a given species will eventually
grow apart and become two
separate species altogether.
Thus, evidently, there was a time
when Homo sapiens split into
Homo cubsonious and Homo
cardinalinus.
The answer to this, officially,
is 1870 when the Cubs baseball
organization was founded; only at
the time, they were known as the
White Stockings. Technically,
it was not until 1902 that they
were re-named the Chicago
Cubs.
The Cardinals were
organized in 1882 as The Brown
Stockings, only to eventually
take their present name in 1900.
It is a natural process of logic to
deduce that there was a period of
divergence in the years between
1900 and 1902. Undoubtedly, it
was a rare and magnificent sight
to witness the gradual splitting
of one species into two.
Considering this long-time
schism between Cardinals fans
and Cubs fans the world over, it
seems inevitable that respective
members of these species will
continue to live in disharmony
on a large scale. One former
student of the University
says, “People gave me a lot of
[trouble] all the time, it was hard
to root for my team.” Clearly the
intense conditions in Cardinal
Country were too much for this
Cubs fan since she transferred.
Nonetheless, our University
seems to generally provide
a favorable environment in
which both species are actually,
fairly diplomatically, living in
peace. “Cardinals and Cubs
fans do experience differences
of opinion with each other, but
we are sometimes able to find
commonalities that allow us to
put the differences aside and be
rational,” says Kozak.

